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Croatian Case study and Legume Innovation Network

REDEA's Case Study is focused on the research of current state of legume production and also on defining the most important factors that affect the
development of legume production processes in Croatia. The general aim is to encourage and stimulate farmers to increase cultivation and production
of these important crops and for consumers to raise awareness of their importance in a healthy diet. This aim will also be achieved through
development of policy recommendation framework for sustainable development and also creation of the prerequisites for setting up the first Croatian
Legume Innovation Network. At the end of the project implementation, all members of the Croatian Legume Innovation network will become part of
an international network that will ensure the transfer of information and examples of good practices from different EU countries. In this way, members
of the network will have the opportunity to acquire the specific knowledge and skills necessary to incorporate the legumes into their production
systems and processes to enhance their current business.

Cultivation, production and processing of legume crops in Croatia

Growing legumes comes down to small family farms who grown legumes exclusively for their own use. Farms
engaged in crop production, use legumes as one component of crop rotation and for green fertilization. The
farmers engaged in livestock production, grow legumes for the production of feed for livestock. But
nevertheless, intensity of legumes cultivation is at the unenviable level. According to the data from Paying
Agency for Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development in Republic of Croatia, legumes occupy a share of 12
% UAA (Utilized Agricultural Area) of which 7 % are cultivated for food and 5 % for feed. In the group of
legumes cultivated for food there is evident predominance of soybeans, beans and peas and in the group
cultivated for feed most common are alfalfa, clover, soybean and pea.
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